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Show Description 
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This flower show was as a collaborative effort between the two garden clubs in 
Cheshire, Connecticut.   By joining together we enjoyed the benefits of a larger talent 
pool and more resources as well as the opportunity for members of both clubs to get 
to know each other.  Together we  were able to put on a better show  than either club 
could have done alone.  
  

  

Both clubs have maintained period 
gardens at the Hitchcock Phillips 
House for many years; one club also 
provides holiday and seasonal 
decorations.   Thanks to this 
standing relationship, we were 
allowed to use the house and 
grounds at no charge.  The Phillips 
House was built in 1785 and is 
furnished with antiques.  
 
 
 
 
 
  

Cheshire: Past, Present & Fuchsia 
A  Standard Flower Show jointly sponsored by  

The Cheshire Garden Club and 
 The Suburban Garden Club of Cheshire 

Committee Chairs from both The Cheshire Garden 
Club and The Suburban Garden Club of Cheshire 

The Hitchcock-Phillips House,  
home of the Cheshire Historical Society 



Show Description 
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The theme was carried throughout the 
show, starting with enormous fuchsia 
plants flanking the entrance  as well as 
each of the five tents.  Our fuchsia 
logo was printed on all programs, entry 
cards and signage.  Horticulture 
ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƴŀƳŜǎ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ΨŦΩΣ 
linking to the play on words in the 
title.  Design class titles reinforced the 
theme by focusing on places notable in 
/ƘŜǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ past, many of which are 
very much a part of Cheshire today 
and will continue to be part of 
/ƘŜǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 9ȄƘƛōƛǘǎ 
further reinforced the theme: the 
Exhibit 1 ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ /ƘŜǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ history; 
Exhibits 2 and 3 focused on the 
present and the future.  
  
 

  
  
Admission was free, but attendees were 
encouraged to donate to the Cheshire  
Historical Society.  In keeping with our  
ΨƎǊŜŜƴΩ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘΣ ŜȄƛǘƛƴƎ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ  
asked  to leave programs behind for use by another guest.  We also designed and 
utilized on line entry cards to minimize paper consumption, the first time to our 
knowledge that this has been done. 
  
We are very proud that all 468 horticulture, 28 design and 12 artistic craft entries 
were by club members only.  We are even prouder that all awards offered were 
given! 

Our theme, άCheshire:  Past, Present and CǳŎƘǎƛŀέΣ reflected the historic setting of the 
show as well as our commitment to green, sustainable practices.  The play on 
wordsτ ΨŦǳŎƘǎƛŀΩ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ΩŦǳǘǳǊŜΩτadded a horticultural link and touch of 
whimsy. 
 
 
 
  
  

Entrance to Hitchcock-Phillips House 



Staging:  Overall 
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Information was printed on customized, 
digitally created entry cards.  In addition 
to carrying the fuchsia theme throughout 
the show, these cards simplified the entry 
process and supported our desire to be 
ΨƎǊŜŜƴΩ ōȅ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ  ǇŀǇŜǊ ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴΦ  
Members e-mailed entry information to a 
designated person, who transferred it 
electronically onto entry cards, eliminating 
the need for paper entry forms.  Using 
these cards also made it easier for show 
attendees to read information about each 
entry.   

WǳŘƎŜǎΩ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ  
typed in large font on 
individual cards to make 
them easier to read. 

Signage for design classes included 
a description and photo of the 
current or historical Cheshire facility 
represented in the name of each 
design class. 



Staging: Horticulture 
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Horticulture was displayed in the main meeting room at the Hitchcock- 
Phillips House and in three tents set up on the grounds in back of the house 
in a pattern to facilitate easy flow of the visiting public. 
 
 

9ǾŜǊȅ ƘƻǊǘƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƴŀƳŜ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ΨCΩ ǘƻ ƭƛƴƪ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀȅ ƻƴ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǘƛǘƭŜ Ψ/ƘŜǎƘƛǊŜΥ  tŀǎǘΣ tǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ FǳŎƘǎƛŀέ  όŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎΥ  ΨCƻǊǘǊŜǎǎŜǎΩ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊƎǊŜŜƴ ǎƘǊǳōǎ ŀƴŘ trees,  
ΨCŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ CǊƛŜƴŘǎΩ ŦƻǊ ǇŜǊŜƴƴƛŀƭǎΣ ΨCƛǾŜ CŜƭƭŀǎΩ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎύΦ 

 
 



Staging: Design Classes 1- 3 
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/ƭŀǎǎ м άDƻƻŘ ¢ƛƳŜǎέ 
Displayed in Dining Room  

άDƻƻŘ ¢ƛƳŜǎέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜ 
Watch Factory; a Cheshire 

company that  produced pocket 
watches until 1891.  Today the 
original Watch Factory building 

is home to small shops and 
businesses.   

/ƭŀǎǎ н ά.ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ŀǘ ²ŀǾŜǊƭȅέ 
Displayed in Dining Room  

ά.ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ŀǘ ²ŀǾŜǊƭȅέ 
refers to The Waverly Inn, a 
Cheshire landmark opened 

in the early 1900s.  It is 
currently operated as the 

Waverly Tavern.   

/ƭŀǎǎ о ά²Ŝ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜέ 
Displayed in Living Room 

ά²Ŝ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ 
/ƘŜǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ  ¢ƻǿƴ IŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ  Ƙǳō 
ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ 

operations.  It opened on 
January 1, 1868.   

Design Class Titles reinforce the Past, Present and Future theme by  linking to  places, 
ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ  ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴ /ƘŜǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ ǇŀǎǘΤ  Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 

/ƘŜǎƘƛǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ /ƘŜǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 
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Petite  Design Classes 4, 5 & 6 
displayed in Exhibition Room 

/ƭŀǎǎ р ά9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ YƛǘŎƘŜƴ {ƛƴƪέ 

/ƭŀǎǎ с ά/ƘŜǎƘƛǊŜ WŜǿŜƭǎέ 

/ƭŀǎǎ т άCƛǊǎǘ LƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎέ 
Displayed in  the  Apartment 
addition, built in  1825 

Staging: Design  
Classes 4- 7 

άaƛƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ aŀǘǘŜǊέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ /ƘŜǎƘƛǊŜ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅΣ  
Founded in 1874, it attracts students worldwide. 

ά9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ YƛǘŎƘŜƴ {ƛƴƪέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ wΦ²Φ IƛƴŜ 
Hardware store, a Cheshire institution since 1910.   

ά/ƘŜǎƘƛǊŜ WŜǿŜƭǎέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ōǳǘǘƻƴǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ 
мфллǎ ōȅ /ƘŜǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ .ŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ {ƻŎƪŜǘ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ  
ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά/ƘŜǎƘƛǊŜ WŜǿŜƭǎέ ŀƳƻƴƎ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΦ 

Designs interpreted paintings 
by John Frederick Kensett,  a 
well known artist  who was 
born in Cheshire in 1816 and 
attended Cheshire Academy.   

/ƭŀǎǎ п άaƛƴŘ hǾŜǊ aŀǘǘŜǊέ 
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Staging: Special Exhibits 

/ƭŀǎǎ м άCƻǊǿŀǊŘέ /ƭŀǎǎ н άCŀōƭŜǎέ /ƭŀǎǎ о άCŜŘƻǊŀǎέ 

Artistic Craft Classes Displayed In Keeping Room 

Educational Exhibits Displayed in Tents on Hitchcock Phillips House Grounds  

9ȄƘƛōƛǘ о ά¢Ƙƛǎ tƭŀŎŜ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ƛǊŘǎέ  

9ȄƘƛōƛǘ м άIƛǎǘƻǊȅ .ƭƻǎǎƻƳǎ 
CƻǊǘƘ ƛƴ /ƘŜǎƘƛǊŜέ 

9ȄƘƛōƛǘ н ά///Υ  /ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ 
tƭŀƴŜǘΦ  /ƻƳǇƻǎǘΦ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŜέ 

Again, repetition of titles beginning with the ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ΨCΩ carries the theme through the show.  

Educational Exhibits further 
ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ άtŀǎǘΣ tǊŜǎŜƴǘ 
ŀƴŘ CǳǘǳǊŜέ ǘƘŜƳŜΦ   9ȄƘƛōƛǘ м 
ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ /ƘŜǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ 
past while Exhibits 2 and 3 
focused on the present and 
the future.  



Horticulture Division 
 Awards 

Section A, Class  1 
Clematis 'Ramona' 

Section E, Class 29 
Sticherus cunninghamii 

'Umbrella Fern ' 

Section C, Class 11a  
Iris germanica  
 'Dodger .ƭǳŜΩ 

Section J, Class 66b  
Stomanthe sanguinea 

ΨTriostarΩ 

Section J, Class 59  
Dendrobium 

atroviolaceum 
 

Also received  the 
Horticulture  

Excellence Award 

The Horticulture Division featured 13 Sections with a total of 74 Classes.  
Sections A, C, E, I, and J offered the Award of Merit.  All five Awards of Merit 
were given, as pictured below. The Horticulture Excellence Award was given to 
Section I, Class 59.  All entries were by Club members only. 
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Horticulture Division 
Awards  (continued)  

Section F and G offered the Arboreal Award.  They were 
given as follows: 
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Section M offered the Collector's Showcase Award in 
Classes 72, 73, and 74.  The Award was given as follows: 
Class 74 - Display of Ferns, Entry No. 2 
Å  Adiantum raddianum 'FragrantissimumΨ 
Å  Asplenium antiguum ΨVictoria' 
Å  Humata tyermanii 'White Rabbit's CƻƻǘΨ 
Å  Nephrolepsis cordifolia 'Duffii' 
Å  Nephrolepsis emina 'Curly Boston' 
ÅPhlebodium aureum areolatum 'Blue  

Bear's Claw' 
ÅPteris ensiformis 'Evergemiensis' 

Section G, Class 43 
Juniperus squamata 

Section F, Class 31 
Cornus kousa 

 'Kousa 5ƻƎǿƻƻŘΩ 

Section L offered the 
Grower's Choice Award. 
It was given as follows: 

Class 71a Euphorbia milii   
'Crown of Thorns' 



Design Division Awards 

Classes 1, 2 and 3 were eligible for the 
Tricolor Award.  The winning design was 
Entry #3 in Class 2, which also received 

the Award of Design Excellence. 

Class 7 was eligible for the CT 
Judges Design Award.  The 

winning design was Entry #1 

Classes 4, 5, and 6 were eligible for 
the Petite Award.  The winning 

design was Entry # 2 in Class 4.  
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Seven Classes were featured in the 
Design Division.  All  Entries were by  
Club members only. 


